
The marvellous 2017 & greatest ever 2018 Cabernet 
Sauvignons,  

the 2019 & 2020 Chardonnays (2 of their 4 greatest) 
- and the 2017, 2018 & 2019 Pinot Noirs. 

 
 

 
 

the home of  
Australia’s Most Loved $100+  
Cabernet Sauvignon Brand, 

also has  
 

An Invitation 



for you,  
to the launch of their latest  

2020 Chardonnay & 

2019 Pinot Noir 

Releases. 
 

 

Lunch: Noon, 14 Wines & 5 Courses, $145 
Masterclass: 4-6pm, 14 Wines w Nibbles, $50   
Dinner: 6.30pm, 14 Wines & 5 Courses, $145 

Hosted by the Mugford family 
Sunday September 5th 

Father’s Day! 

 
 

 

 
 



The Moss Wood Context:  
Recent “Australia leading” Accolades: 

The 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon, 99 points, 

2021’s Cabernet Sauvignon of the Year, James Halliday’s 2021 Halliday Wine 
Companion Awards 

 
The 2017 Wilyabrup Margert River Chardonnay, 99 points,  

2020’s Chardonnay of the Year, James Halliday’s 2020 Halliday Wine Companion 
Awards 

& … 99 Points, James Halliday’s Top 100, The Australian, November 2018 

 

The 2016 Merlot, “The best Australian Merlot I've tasted.”  
98 Points, James Halliday’s Top 100, The Australian, November 2018 

 
 

The 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon. “… is as close to perfect as any Margaret River has produced – and it 

gets my highest-ever score.– the best Moss Wood cabernet yet and a drop that I award my 
highest-ever score.” 

“A truly great wine and the best ever to come out of this magical region. 99/100”  
By Ray Jordan In a 2017 Saturday’s The West Australian. 

And now the 2018 Cabernet Sauvignon? …  

Yep, Ray says, as even Moss Wood does, that this is superior …  
and the finest Moss Wood Cabernet Sauvignon to date. 

 
 
 

 

The Moss Wood Pinot Noir Context 
 

Despite the mountains of theory against, Moss Wood’s Margaret River Pinot Noirs have aged 
extraordinarily well since the earlest vintages. The 1981 was famous. 

 
I have had 14 and 15 year old Moss Wood Pinot Noirs with Bill & Sandra Pannell – over lunches - 

with similarly aged Premier Cru Red Burgundies and the Moss Wood Pinots lost nothing. 
 

Can you say that about many Australian 15 year old Pinot Noirs? 
 

I have had dozen of aged Moss Wood Pinot Noirs over the years – and they sing. 
 

Extraordinary really.  
 

Some years ago Keith & Clare wanted to take a Moss Wood museum Pinot Noir travelling show 
to the Eastern states, starting at about 10 years of age, to show Australia’s wine writers & wine 

buyers what these wines were capable of. 



 
I supported this fully. 

 
In the last 24 months I have had masked 1986 & 1988 Pinot Noirs that were the wines of the night 
against up to a dozen wines of serious quality from around the world. In each instance, the wine 
loving attendees were as shocked as I was when the wines were unmasked. These were seriously 
good wines – but in fairness, from under cork, and I have had other bottlings of Moss Wood Pinot 

Noirs from that era that have not held up as well. 
 

Moss Wood alone proves that Margaret River can produce marvellous aging Pinot Noirs that will 
reward and overpay on opening. 

 
 
 

The Moss Wood Chardonnay Context 
 

Until 2015 or 2016, and despite some very laudatory national reviews on their other varieties, 
Moss Wood’s reputation was built solely on Cabernet Sauvignon. 

 
 

The Chardonnay styles appear to have changed significantly since about the 2017 vintage – James 
Halliday’s Australian Wine Companion Chardonnay of the Year – and that wine and the vintages 
since have been leaner, longer and with more finely crafted texturing than in the past. And more 

delicious – both in the short and long terms. 
 
 

Margaret River is clearly the greatest  Chardonnay producing region in the country – having won 
19 of the 30 capital city Best Chardonnay Trophies (masked and with the west providing less than 

8% of the wine writers and wine maker judging panels) since the first show of 2016 - and Moss 
Wood now is clearly entrenched in the very finest in the region and thus the nation. 

 
 

The 2019 Chardonnay, 19.1 or 19.2 points on my card, is a great wine and Keith Mugford has 
added that whilst more similar to the 2018 in style, that if I liked the 2019, I would love the 2020. 

 
The quantities remain tiny (with production levels running at half of those of 2021) and thus we 

are limiting our sales to 3 bottles per person.  
 
 

Based on the most recent four vintages, and Keith’s considered and always relevant views, I take 
it for granted that this will be another one of Margaret River’s finest … and most undervalued 

premium Chardonnays of the vintage. 
John Jens 

 
 

 
 

 

 



The Wine List & Menu 

 
Moss Wood Semillon 2020 – Our Price $33 

96 points, 20 Whites Over $25, James Halliday’s Top 100 2021 
Although vinified à la Hunter Valley – clear juice with multiple yeasts, bottled straight after cold 

fermentation – the result is a universe away from young Hunter semillon. It has striking depth to its 
supple lemongrass and white peach fruit flavours, lengthened and balanced by demure acidity. 

96 points, 20 Whites Over $25, James Halliday’s Top 100 2021 

Moss Wood Semillon 2021 – Our Price $33 – New Release – Being Launched today. 
Moss Wood Ribbon Vale Elsa 2019, Our Price $59 

The first vintage of a new oak-fermented and matured sauvignon blanc that succeeds in taking the 
variety to new heights. Deliciously fruity wine with passionfruit, guava, lemon zest and ripe apple 

flavours capped off by an ethereal texture and impeccable sugar-and-acid balance. The oak is evident but 
subtle. It should age well. 

95 points, Bob Campbell 
The Elsa is one of the most exciting sauvignon blancs yet released. Even after I had tasted it, I couldn’t 
put it down… This is a first for Moss Wood and comes from the Ribbon Vale property. It’s sauvignon 

blanc made in a very modern style. There’s multiple yeast use in the fermentation and a little oak adding 
complexity and compelling interest on the palate. It has about 10 months in oak before bottling with just 
a light fining. If someone said this was Old World, I wouldn’t challenge. It has a lightly creamy texture 

with a lift of faint tropical fruit, balanced with a savoury minerality. Damn fine. 
95 points, Ray Jordan, The West Australian 

Steamed asparagus, parmesan cream, brioche crumb 

 
Chardonnay 2019, Our Price $82. - But NA 

Chardonnay 2020 New Release, Our Price $TBC 
Being Launched today 

Keith Mugford’s view – “If you liked the 2019,  
you’ll love this. Tiny Quantities – Just a half that of 2021.” 

Shark bay whiting, lemon 

Moss Wood Amy’s 2019, Our Price $33 

On Own.  
 
 

Moss Wood Pinot Noir 2017, Our Price $59 
Fresh, elegant pinot noir with appealing floral, red rose, bright cherry, spice anise and subtle nutty oak 

flavours. Good purity with impressive underlying power. Nicely poised with a firm structure suggesting 
cellaring potential without making the wine inaccessible now. 

95 points, Bob Campbell 

Moss Wood Pinot Noir 2018, Our Price $59 
Sweetly fruited and splendidly complex, the bouquet shows Black Doris plum, dried herb, clove, cedar 

and game characters, leading to a wonderfully weighted palate delivering expansive mouthfeel and 
fleshy texture. It’s gorgeously framed by loads of polished tannins, making it powerfully structured and 

elegantly poised at the same time, promising a graceful future. At its best: 2024 to 2038. 
97 points, Sam Kim, Wine Orbit 

Quite a floral pinot noir with violet and wildflowers blending with ripe cherry and raspberry fruit 



flavours together with spice, anise and subtle nutty oak characters. A pristine wine with appealing 
purity and power that’s delivered with great subtlety. 

95 points, Bob Campbell 

Moss Wood Pinot Noir 2019, New Release -  
Being Launched today. Our Price $ 

Pork belly, saffron labneh, curry leaf dukkah 
 
 

Moss Wood Ribbon Vale Merlot 2018, Our Price $59 
Elegant, supple merlot with raspberry, mulberry and dark cherry, together with a seasoning of 
spice and dried herb flavours. A complex, savoury wine, with a backbone of peppery tannins. It 

should develop very well in bottle. 94 points, Bob Campbell 
Moss Wood Ribbon Vale Cabernet Sauvignon 2018, Our Price $59 

95 points, Bob Campbell 
We live in hallowed times: the ’18 cabernets from Margaret River are being released into the 

wild… there’s never been a better time to be alive. Concentrated, fine, pedigree cabernet 
explosive, low-down torque that drags the flavours of the palate into the interminably long 

finish. Epic. Will live as long as you do. 
Erin Larkin, The Halliday Wine Companion 

Moss Wood Cabernet Sauvignon 2017, Our Price $129 But NA 
Not the opulence of 2014 or the firm power of the 2016. Yet it retains the elegance, perfume and 
soft approachability that is Moss Wood. And hidden within is a wine that I suspect will still be 

drinking beautifully in 30 years.  Make sure you decant it even now before drinking. 
97 points. Ray Jordan The West Australian 

Supremely elegant cabernet sauvignon with … Power delivered with subtlety. While it 

can be appreciated now I'd love to taste it in another decade (or two). 
97 points, Bob Campbell 

Moss Wood is in a very confident place right now, and its flagship is singing. It’s at once 
ethereally fragrant, eminently fine-boned, unashamedly medium-bodied, and simultaneously 
deep and rich in its exemplary black fruit expression. I have not always adored Moss Wood, 

but, by goodness, I do now. This is one of the greats. Mike Bennie & Tyson Stelzer – Wine 

Business Magazine 

Up there with the finest releases, this is beautifully balanced and very drinkable already, 

though cellaring will bring further rewards. 
96 points, Nick Stock,  jamessuckling.com 

A stunning wine in the making. It’s all about potential. Must cellar for best results. 96 points 
Huon Hooke 

… And the Great Moss Wood Cabernet Sauvignon 
2018? 

Moss Wood Cabernet Sauvignon 2018 Our Price $139 – But NA 
The Moss Wood cabernet has a reputation for graceful ageing and understated elegance, both in 
youth and older age. This has never been more true than of the brilliant 2018 vintage release. It 
is absolutely, and in every way, aligned with what we have come to both expect and anticipate 

from the perfect vintage - a thrilling, satiating and thoroughly classy wine. It is undoubtedly 
the greatest release from the house alongside the impeccable 2001. 



Erin Larkin 
As I suspected in anticipation, a great wine from a great vintage. This is a glorious 

statement from one of the great estates of Margaret River. Classical medium weight in that 
understated Moss Wood way. Perfectly integrated oak and fine, chalky tannins for support. 
Leafy cabernet notes on the nose with a touch of light bay leaf and brick dust. The minerally 

edge to the palate holds the line through to the very long finish The length on the palate is 
extraordinary.  

99 points, Ray Jordan 

Put simply, if you love Cabernet, whether it be from Bordeaux, the Napa, Margaret River or 
anywhere, Moss Wood Cabs should be on your radar and in your cellar. 

The latest, the 2018, continues its recent run of hot form. 92% cabernet sauvignon, 4% petit 
verdot and 4% cabernet franc, it comes from a year the Mugfords, the caretakers of this 

wonderful estate, claim is a cracker (well, my words but you know what I mean). To be honest, 
claims of a great year in Margaret River tend to fall on deaf ears. When isn’t it a great year 

there? The day a MR winemaker tells me they had a shocker, that is when I’ll listen. 
One sniff of the black/purple liquid swirling in your glass and you know you are looking at a 
world class Cabernet. Blackfruits, mulberries, cedar, cigar box, coffee beans, dark chocolate. A 
wine with balance, intensity, elegance and astonishing length. The silkiest of tannins. A sweet 

core of floral notes and dark berries. The construction is immaculate but not in any way 
constraining. Sensational stuff. 

Sure, at around $150 a bottle, it is not cheap but compare it with the big guns from the 
Napa or First and Second Growth Bordeaux, against which it sits comfortably, and 

this is a steal. 
I looked at this last night and gave it 97. Today, it is an easy 98. Tomorrow? I’ll 

never know. 
98 points, Ken Gargett, Wine Pilot 

Moss Wood have punted for 92% Cabernet Sauvignon, 4% Petit Verdot and 4% Cabernet Franc 
in this Margaret River icon from the 2018 vintage, which the Mugfords claim as one of the best 
years ever. It is a big call, and there are plenty of winemakers around the country that pull out 
this line every second vintage. Keith and Clare Mugford are not in that camp and there are few 

more cautious with praise than the duo at Moss Wood. 
Deep in colour, it is beautifully seamless from start to finish with superb concentration of sweet 
fruits plus more savoury elements. Powerful blackberry and mulberry fruits are well supported 

by dried herbs and a touch of violets. The oak is there but exactly where it should be at this 
young age for a wine clearly well suited to long aging. 

The palate is more dense – dark gravelly spicy fruits are supported by strong but well 
integrated tannins. What stands out most, as in all great Moss Woods, is composure and 

evenness of fruit and structure, like the greatest wines from Margaux, which is all finished off 

here with an extraordinarily long and silky finish. This is something very special from 
Moss Wood. 

97 points, Angus Hughson, Wine Pilot 

Sometimes, a wine delivers something so great that it redefines your own definition of the word 
great itself. This is one of those times. 

A powerfully perfumed nose that floods the room. Proud aromas of violets, black fruits, 



blueberry and dried fig are decorated by cocoa, licorice, dried olive, menthol, bay leaf and 
molasses. Earthy notes of venison, leather, charcoal, clay & graphite bring complexity to the 

fruit. 
The palate is powerful and fulsome, finely layered and precise, exuding a confidence that comes 

only when the winemaking and vintage are at the highest level. Deeply fruity and seamlessly 
woven together with rich flavours that echo the nose, along with mocha, oregano and a drive of 
red berry acidity. Nicely integrated fine, firm tannins give great tension and a chew of texture 

that builds towards the tail that stretches over minutes, fading with symmetry and unison. 
What a triumph! 

It’s everything you could possibly want from a Margaret River Cabernet, then 
some! An awesome release for team Moss Wood!!  

Marc Malouf, Wine Worth Writing About 

Angus a la minute, black garlic butter, leafy greens 

 

Ribbon Vale Botrytis 2018  $52 
Delicious, creamy, botrytised semillon with bush honey, dried apricot, liquorice, musk and 

caramel. Quite Sauternes-like - sweet but certainly not cloying. Perfect with foie gras. 
95 points, Bob Campbell 

Ginger cake, yuzu curd 

 

 

The Price List 

Avail. Wine Our 

Price 

Qty Total 

 Semillon 2020   Halliday Top 100 $33   

 Semillon 2021 New Release. $33   

 Ribbon Vale Elsa 2019 $59      
  

NA Chardonnay 2019. A great Wine. 19.1  JJ $82 NA NA 

 Chardonnay  2020 New Release:  3 bottles Max per person. $TBC   

 
  

  

 Amy’s 2019 $33   

 
  

  

 Pinot Noir 2017.  Museum Stock. $59  
 

 Pinot Noir 2018. Museum Stock. $59 
  

 Pinot Noir 2019 New Release. $TBC   

     

 Ribbon Vale Merlot 2018. Best Yet? $59    
Ribbon Vale Cabernet Sauvignon 2018. Clearly Best Yet. $59   

NA Cabernet Sauvignon 2017.  Museum Stock. $129  NA NA 

NA Cabernet Sauvignon 2018.  Greatest Ever. Ray Jordan & JJ $139 NA NA 

     



 Ribbon Vale Botrytis 2018 $52   

     

 Tickets to the Noon Lunch, Sunday September 5th  $145   

N/A Tickets to the 4-6pm Masterclass, Sunday September 5th $50 - Sold Out 

 Tickets to the 6.30pm Dinner, Sunday September 5th $145   

     

  Total   

    
Name: 

 

 
Phone: 

 

 
Address: 

 

 
Email: 

 

  

Credit Card 
No: 

/                    /                     / Expiry Date: / 

  

All credit cards accepted 
 

 
 

Click Here to Unsubscribe 
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