
9 of Bruce Dukes’ Domaine Naturaliste finest … 
 

The International Wine Challenge  

is possibly/probably the world’s most respected – and greatest - 
wine show. 17 000+ entries and 325+ highly credentialed judges. 

The Sydney International Wine Competition 
is also highly respected … 

and especially as it has food during the gold taste offs. 

Well, in these two shows, this guy has won so many  
gold medals - and trophies - over so many years  

and so many varieties and classes that, quite frankly,  
it is not worth my time trawling through  

to ascertain the numbers. But the totals are  
significant … ie. … many each year.  

John Jens 
 

 

“The sheer quality of the wines he makes is  
equalled only by his consistency.”  

James Halliday …. 
 

Bruce Dukes of Domaine Naturaliste in Margaret River is another  
of WA’s quite extra-ordinary wine stories.   

Hundreds of Gold medals and dozens of major show trophies  
for both his own Domaine Naturaliste and 6-7 major contract  

brands (+ a few smaller producers) wines later …. 
 
 

See his story below. 
 

 



  

 
 

Hosted by Chief Winemaker 
Bruce Dukes 

 
Masterclass: 5.30-7pm, 9 Wines with nibbles, $45 

Dinner: 7.15pm, 9 Wines & 5 Courses, $95 
Monday November 8th  

 
  

 

About Domaine Naturaliste 
 

Bruce Dukes’ career dates back over 30 years, its foundations built around a degree 

in agronomy from the University of WA, followed by a master's degree in 

viticulture and agronomy from the University of California (Davis). A 4-year stint at 

Francis Ford Coppola’s iconic Niebaum-Coppola winery in the Napa Valley 

followed. Back in WA Bruce worked with a consultancy and contract winemaking 

business in Margaret River in 2000. His winery was set up to handle small and large 

amounts of fruit, but it was not until ’12 that he made his own wine under the 

Domaine Naturaliste label.  

The quality of all the wines is excellent. 

The Wine Companion  

 

Bruce draws on decades of local and international winemaking experience – 

including four years at Francis Ford Coppola’s Niebaum-Coppola winery in 

California and a significant tenure at Pierro Winery locally. His time spent in 

California helped Bruce hone his exacting and confident approach. His winemaking 

philosophy is best described by wine expert Professor Steven Kolpan who noted in 



his book ‘A Sense of Place’ that, “Bruce Dukes articulates the art and science of 

winemaking with elegance and ease. Bruce knows that the best wines are made vine 

by vine, berry by berry…” 

STEVEN KOLPAN is a professor in wine studies at The Culinary Institute of America. He is the 
author of several books, including Exploring Wine and WineWise, winner of the James Beard 

Foundation Award for Best Beverage Book of 2009. In 2007, he was chosen as Wine Educator of the 
Year by the European Wine Council. 

 
A University of Western Australia trained Agronomist with a master’s degree in 
Viticulture and Oenology from the University of California, science underpins 
Bruce’s approach to selecting fruit. The combination of his passion, artistic and 

intuitive flair make Bruce the gifted winemaker he is. Bruce’s passion for the region 
extends to his home life. Living at the base of Cape Naturaliste in the northern end 

of Margaret River with wife, Wendy, and sons, Oscar and Tim. 
Domainenaturaliste.com.au 

 

Advertisement 
There is every chance you've drunk a wine made by his hands (and feet) ... Dukes 
is one of WA's most sought-after contract winemakers and has made wine up 
and down Caves Road and also at famed Hollywood director Francis Ford 
Coppola's Niebaum-Coppola winery in California. 

An agronomist, it's only natural Dukes places particular importance on science 
and soil when managing vineyards. After 30 years of contract winemaking, in 
2012 he established his own winery Domaine Naturaliste in Wilyabrup, which 
Halliday this year named Best Value Winery of the Year. 

"It is an honour that out of around 2,600 producers in Australia, Domaine 

Naturaliste has been chosen by Australia’s greatest and most experienced wine 

expert for this award," Dukes said at the ceremony.” 

 

 

Bruce has several publications in refereed scientific journals, as well as recently 

having authored a chapter in a winemaking text-book.  

Bruce was awarded “Best WA Winemaker 2011” by  

Wines of Western Australia 

 

 

The Winelist & Menu 

Discovery Range Sauvignon Blanc Semillon 2021, Our Price $22 
Gold Medal, 96 points – Margaret River Wine Show 2021 

Complex layered and blended white. Sauvignon offering lifted fragrances of 



gooseberry and lychee, with Semillon offering fig, white grapefruit and a mineral 
component. The portion of barrel fermentation introduces exotic spice and 

textural harmonization. 
domainenaturaliste.com.au 

Asparagus, soft goats curd, preserved lemon dressing 

Direction Range Sauvage Sauvignon Blanc 2020, Our Price $29 
Gold Medal, 95 points – Margaret River Wine Show 2021 

 
James Halliday, The Weekend West Australian Magazine, Oct 2-3 2021 

Pancetta wrapped scallops, kaffir lime  

Discovery Range Chardonnay 2020, Our Price $22 
Gingin clone from Wilyabrup and Carbunup. Seven months on lees in French 

oak. Very worked and complex, and the fruit beneath it all is, as usual, 
sensational. The oak application is intuitive and Goldilocks-esque (not too little, 

not too much). Plenty of everything – flavour, texture and spice – and lots to like. 
Get this one into a decanter; there was so much power in 2020 that a little bit of 
oxygen won't hurt to bring all the components together. Super-smart, and $25! 

91 points, Erin Larkin, The Wine Companion 
Floris Chardonnay 2020, Our Price $29 

This has impressive peach aromas, in a rich and ripe style that really flexes the 
power and character of Margaret River chardonnay. There’s a rich and fleshy feel 
here with intense citrus, peach and grapefruit. Open-knit finish with gentle oak 

toast. Drink now. Screw cap. 
93 points, James Suckling 

Artus Chardonnay 2020, Our Price $45 

 
James Halliday, The Weekend West Australian Magazine, Oct 2-3 2021 

Where the Purus is Dijon clones, Artus is Gingin; the pair offer a crystal-clear 
comparison of their inherent clonal differences. Wild ferment, 'unrestricted mlf', 
matured in French oak (40% new) for 10 months. Total fruit horsepower here – 



rumbling undercurrents of ripe yellow peach littered with crushed and toasted 
cashew and pepper. The acidity that threads its way through it all is briny and 
fresh, roping in the voluptuous fruit and creating balance in the mouth. Where 

the Purus is mineral and lean, this is complex, nutty and intense.  
Choose your weapon. 

94 points, Erin Larkin, The Wine Companion 

Shark Bay whiting, lemon 

 
Discovery Range Cabernet Sauvignon 2018, Our Price $22 

Top 100 Reds, $20-$25, Cabernet Sauvignon, Ray Jordan’s Top 100 2021, The West 
Australian 

A pure expression of Margaret River cabernet from this excellent season. Bright 
leafy blackcurrant fruit aromas with a subtle grainy tannin and savoury oak. The 

palate is plush and smooth with well weighted integration. Firm dry finish 
completes the wine. Tidy wine.  

92 points, Ray Jordan, Ray Jordan’s Top 100 Reds, The West Australian, July 2021  
12 months in French oak. Perfect weather and yields in '18, the resulting wines 

standing on the shoulders of their predecessors. The nose here is tempting to say 
the least – cassis, raspberry and fields of violets and sage. The palate follows 

obediently, the acidity being the last thing that swoops in and cleans everything 
up ... what a gorgeous wine. Testament to the year, the hands and the vineyards. 

Ridiculous price. 
95 points, Erin Larkin, Halliday Wine Companion 

A very good vintage for reds in Margaret River. Very good Cabernet. Perfume of 
bay leaf, blue fruit, sage and dark chocolate. Medium-bodied, ripe blue and red 

fruit, savoury olive and tobacco things, good chew to the tannin, and a satisfying 
finish. Top value. 

92 points, Gary Walsh, The Wine Front 
Rebus Cabernet Sauvignon 2017, Our Price $29 

Top 100 Reds, $25-$40 Cabernet Sauvignon, Ray Jordan’s Top 100 Reds 2021,  
The West Australian 

Quite a steely thread works through this classically structured cabernet. Aromas 
of blackcurrant with graphite overtones. The palate is well structured with black 

olive and light bay leaf complexity. A stylish wine. 
93 points, Ray Jordan, Ray Jordan’s Top 100 Reds, The West Australian, July 2021 

Engages you in a split second with its pirouette of juicy redcurrant, blackcurrant, 
spice and bay leaf. No need for introspection, just sheer hedonistic enjoyment. 

94 points, James Halliday, The Wine Companion 
This has a very impressively fresh and focused feel with violets, blueberries and 
spiced cherries on offer, as well as a sleek, plush and fresh feel on the blueberry 
and plum-flavored palate. This has plenty of appeal now. Drink over the next 

decade. Screw cap. 
93 points, James Suckling 

Angus à la minute, garlic butter, leafy greens 
 
 

Le Naturaliste Wilyabrup Cabernet Franc 2019 (New Release), Our Price $84 

Subtle threads of violets, cherry blossom and fresh juniper berries serve as 
highlights to an ample tapestry of black plums, cacao nib and ironstone. Sheer 

textures of crushed granite and black cherry skin are laced with porcelain tannin 
and quenching natural acidity. 



domainenaturaliste.com.au 
Morus Cabernet Sauvignon 2017, Our Price $84 

Gold Medal – Halliday Australian Cabernet Challenge 2020 
14 months in French oak (55% new). 2017 was a cool year yet the best of the 

cabernets produced in that vintage are concentrated, dense and full of pedigree 
and flavour. Cassis, mulberry, salted black licorice and Szechuan peppercorns. 
Very long, very dense and lots going on. In his wisdom, my uncle once told me, 
'The secret to a good party is too loud, too busy and too dark.' This wine has all 

the makings of a great party – everything crammed into the bottle with the 
endurance to go long. 

96 points, Erin Larkin, The Wine Companion 
Wow. This has a regal feel from the outset with cedary oak and fresh aromas of 
spiced blue plums, blackberries and blueberries. Hints of tobacco and slate here, 
too. The palate is so polished and lively with blackcurrants and blackberries on 
offer. It holds very fresh, long and even. There’s great potential here. Drink over 

the next decade or more. 
96 points, James Suckling 

Crowd pleaser – long succulent fruit, round, dry, long and textured. Brilliant oak 
and handling. Brilliant finish and aftertaste. A new world style – thus not 

classical. But delicious! 19.1 points, Yes. Yes. Yes. John Jens 

Shadows of Blue, baguette, quince 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pricelist 

Avail. Wine 
Our 
Price 

Qty Total 

 Discovery Range Sauvignon Blanc Semillon 2021  $22   

     

 Direction Range Sauvage Sauvignon Blanc 2020 $29   

     

  Discovery Range Chardonnay 2020 $22     
 Floris Chardonnay 2020 $29   
 Artus Chardonnay 2020 $45   

     

 Discovery Range Cabernet Sauvignon 2018 $22   

 Rebus Cabernet Sauvignon 2017 $29   

     

 Le Naturaliste Wilyabrup Cabernet Franc 2019 (New Release) $84   

 Morus Cabernet Sauvignon 2017 $84   

     

  Tickets to the 5.30-7pm Masterclass, Monday November 8th  $45     

 Tickets to the 7.15pm Dinner, Monday November 8th  $95   

      Total   

  
 

Signature: 

 

Name: 

 

Delivery 

Address: 

 

Credit 

Card: 

                  

               /              /              / 

 

Expiry Date: 

 

/ 
 

All credit cards accepted 

  

 

 


